Intra-amniotic pressure is not affected by amniocentesis between 13 and 18 weeks of gestation.
Changes in amniotic fluid pressure before and after amniocentesis fell within the range of +/- 5 mmHg, except when uterine contractions were present. Intra-amniotic pressure is not affected by amniocentesis between 13 and 18 weeks of gestation. Amniotic fluid pressure was recorded in 82 pregnancies of patients undergoing genetic amniocentesis to determine whether sampling of amniotic fluid between 13 and 18 weeks changed intra-amniotic pressure. Pressures were recorded through a needle and saline filled catheter with a zero-level at the needle tip. Amniotic fluid pressure was unrelated to gestational age (P = 0.962) during the weeks we performed our measurements. Fluid samples of 12.6% of the total volume in a group of early genetic amniocentesis (n = 65) and of 7.5% of the total volume in a group of late genetic amniocentesis (n = 17) did not change significantly amniotic fluid pressure values. An increase in pressure of more than 5 mmHg only occurred in cases where uterine contractions were present. Other than these cases, all pressure change values fell within the range of +/- 5 mmHg. No difference in pregnancy outcome were present within the two groups. An argument for a standard method for stationing pressure is presented.